
1857
"Flying Eagle" Cent

Eisenhower and
Susan B. Anthony
dollars, is a natural-
istic eagle. The bird
is pictured landing
on the moon,
symbolizing the
1969 moon landing
of the Apollo 11
spacecraft, which

was named "The Eagle." The
earth can be seen in the back-
ground, and the eagle carries only
an olive branch and not the cus-
tomary arrows.

served as the Mint workers’
mascot and posed for coin de-
signs, (He is also reputed to have
been the model for the silver
dollars minted from 1836 to 1839.~
One day, Peter became so en-
grossed in watching the Mint
operations that he failed to notice

Goins are a form of official, histori-
c:al art that reaches a mass audi.
ence. The founding fathers appre-
(:iated this fact and sought a
coinage de~ign that would express
their new nation’s democrati(
ideals. The emblems they chose
a female goddess and a fierce bird

be(ame ¯~ymbols of our nationr

hood which have endured to the
present.

One of the earliest naturalistic
eagles appeared on the 1857
"Flying Eagle" cent. This coin was
extremely short-lived    it was
minted for only three years - and
it is the only coin ever to feature
the eagle on the front. According
to legend, the model for the 1857
cent was an eagle known as Peter
who resided in the Philadelphia
Mint during the early 1800s. He

1921 Silver
"Peace" Dollar

the flywheel on which he was
perched start up, and he was
flung to his death. Devoted Mint
employees had Peter stuffed, and
he is still on display at the Mint to
this day,

1979
Susan B. Anthony Dollar
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